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JIMMY was jubilant over Julia's successful approach to Mr. Chambers.
" I've got to hand it to you," he told her, propping his feet on the
desk. " Bearding the Chambers' lion in his den. You've sure got
crust."
" I like that! After all the trouble I went through." Julia kicked
off her slippers. " My feet are killing me."
" How much did Maybelle teach you in one day? "
"A lot of names. She introduced me to so many cooks and
waitresses that names and faces started swimming in my head. Then
I escorted people to tables, handed out menus, pulled out chairs. I
bowed and smiled for hours. The Chambers* tea-room certainly does
the business."
James ambled into the library. He started to mix a drink. " Any-
body else want one? " Both Jimmy and Julia accepted his offer, and
while he poured out brandy and soda, Jimmy gave a dramatic account
of Julia's experience at the Chambers' store.
James smiled appreciatively at Julia over his glass. He had to hand
it to his eldest daughter. She could cover ground if she had a mind
to. " The ball is, rolling," he said.                                                 7
Julia looked at him oddly. " And maybe in a strange direction."
If he only knew, she thought! But her reflections dropped to deeper
pools: this is one thing I've got to put over. She was shaken at the
number of failures she could count for herself up to the present
undertaking. The school, of course, had succeeded in a middling
way, but it had not given her prominence or authority in her own
bailiwick. If the restaurant prospered, if it garnered the right patron-
age, it might give her a measure of prestige. But it could never"
compare with the limitless esteem she would have as the wife of
Richard Chambers. It would be quite a combination, Julia decided,
the Chambers social and material repute and the Livingston heritage.
"Let's allow it a slow roll until the month's up," Jimmy recom-
mended. " About the second week in June we'll really put the curve
on it."
For nearly three weeks, the family held only desultory conversations
about the Coachman's. Jimmy and Julia worked in their own separate
ways to bring their plan to fruition. Jimmy took Rufus into his
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